The Eastern Question

strong-minded Baron Marschall von Bieberstein was appointed
German Ambassador at the Porte. Thenceforth the peaceful
penetration of the Turkish Empire became Germany's major
colonial aspiration, and in furtherance of this object she
obtained concessions from the Sultan to build the Bagdad
Railway, and once more German officers were sent to
organise the Turkish army.

Great Britain's policy in the past had been to support
Turkey against Russia, but in more recent times and after
the Suez Canal had opened a new route to the East when
Constantinople had ceased to be of such vital interest to her
and she became of the opinion that the end of the Turkish
Empire sooner or later was inevitable, she no longer shared
Austria's antipathy to a Russian occupation there. Great
Britain's interest in Turkey became largely and increasingly
humanitarian and consequently restricted to insisting in
concert with the other Powers, especially Russia, upon the
carrying out of reforms in connection with the government
of Turkey's Christian subjects, particularly those in Macedonia,
and the Armenians ; and the payment of the Ottoman Debt.

France's immediate interests in Turkey in recent years had
become largely cultural and politically she favoured the
status quo.

2.   MACEDONIA

THE Treaty of BERLIN of July i3th, 1878, had created the
independent States of Rumania, Servia, and Montenegro.
Greece had already achieved emancipation in 1832 when she
was finally created an independent Kingdom by the Treaty
of LONDON of May 7th.

The events which led up to the famous Congress and
subsequent Treaty of BERLIN are as follows. An insurrection
of the Christians in Herzegovina which broke out in August
1875 caused the European Powers who had signed the Treaty
of PARIS of March soth, 1856, to consider means for bringing
pressure to bear upon the Porte. Consequently what is
known as the "Andrassy Note," so called after the Austrian
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